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SINGAPORE AND 
THE SAF: EMERGING 

STRONGER TOGETHER



WITH the on-going COVID-19 pandemic and an evolving
threat landscape, We need A strong saf to defend our...

…sovereignty …ACCESS …FUTURE
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Hotel New World 
collapse, 1986

SARS crisis, 2003 Haze crisis, 2013 Incursions into 
Singapore Territorial 

Water, 2018
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Sentosa cable car 
incident, 1983

The saf Readily answered the call to action when the
nation needed us...

and others…
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IN THE EARLY STAGES OF THE pandemic, the
saf STOOD UP to help combat the crisis.
This is possible because of the
commitment, competence and
professionalism of our people.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, over 6,000 of our
servicemen and women were deployed for our nation’s
efforts in combating the COVID-19 pandemic.

No matter what form crises take, what remains
steadfast is the tenacity of our servicemen and women
in protecting Singapore and our way of life.
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Forward assurance & 
support teams (fast) at 

MIGRANT worker dormitories 

Supporting contact tracing & 
Coordinating quarantine operations

Providing medical care to 
recovering patients 04



Despite the disruptions to our
daily lives, the saf maintainS a
high degree of operational
readiness to defend singapore’s
peace and security.
We continue to train and equip our operational

units while performing critical functions, with strict

measures put in place to keep our servicemen and

women safe.

As Singapore and the world face an endemic

COVID-19 situation, the SAF has already started

shifting to operate in this “new normal”

environment.
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maritime security 
& Response flotilla 

(MSRF)

02
The RSN’s new MSRF will 

strengthen its capabilities in 
dealing with maritime threats 
that have grown in scale and 

complexity over the years.

The new HQSS will 
develop and strengthen 

the Army’s sense and strike 
elements to operationalise 

new capabilities and 
fighting concepts, to see 
better and shoot faster.

The RSAF completed the Island 
Air Defence system to better 

protect Singapore’s skies, marked 
the FOC of the A330 Multi-Role 

Tanker Transport (MRTT) aircraft 
and started to take delivery of 
the new H225M and CH-47F 

helicopters. 

The saf is transforming itself TO BETTER DEAL WITH
CONVENTIONAL and NON-CONVENTIONAL THREATS...
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A330 MRTT 
achieved Full 

operational 
capability01

hq sense & Strike 
(HQ SS)

By Enhancing 
conventional 
capabilities. 

For Example…



Harnessing 
NEW technologies
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Cybersecurity
Task force (CSTF)

The newly restructured 
CSTF will strengthen our 
ability to monitor and 
actively seek potential 

threats and aggressors in 
the cyber domain.

The SAF is also leveraging 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
data analytics and robotics 

across all three Services.
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To strengthen efforts to counter 
terrorism, the multilateral CTIF will 

bring together like-minded countries 
to share intelligence, and provide 

early warning, monitoring and 
analysis capabilities in a centralised 

and coordinated manner.
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Counter-terrorism
Information facility

(ctif)

by PREPARING 
FOR EMERGING/ 

NON-CONVENTIONAL 
THREATS. 

For Example…

The saf is transforming itself TO BETTER DEAL WITH
CONVENTIONAL and NON-CONVENTIONAL THREATS...
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Ns continueS to be the backbone of
Singapore’s defence.

It is also a critical part of the SAF
transformation.

Together, all national servicemen shoulder the
responsibility of our defence.

NS remains critical for Singapore’s continued
survival and success. Together, we seek to
improve NS and strengthen the SAF.



In conclusion…
With the strong sense 
of  professionalism  
and commitment of 
our servicemen and 
women, the SAF will 
continue to keep 
Singapore strong and 
safeguard our nation’s 
independence and our 
way of life, for future 
generations to come.  
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“Ultimately resilience against any opposing force comes down to
the tenacity of its people. The way SAF servicemen and women
have responded to this pandemic gives me full confidence that
indeed we have and will emerge stronger together against all
threats.”

- Minister for Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen, SAF Day 2021 message


