
TOTAL DEFENCE DAY 2022

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If this session is conducted on/after 15 February, facilitators should first screen the video of Defence Minister’s Total Defence Day Message 2022, which can be found on Defence Minister’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ngenghen) from the evening of 14 February. 

If this session is conducted before 15 February, please arrange to screen the video at a separate suitable time, or share the link with your audience after the video is made available. 



THE FALL OF SINGAPORE (15 FEBRUARY 1942)
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No one, but ourselves, is responsible for our security.

(1942) British surrender at conference room of Ford Motor Factory, 
General Tomoyuki Yamashita facing camera

(1942) The British surrender party with COL Sugita and LT Hishikara on 
the road to the surrender chamber at Ford Factory building

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using this slide, facilitators can highlight the importance for Singapore to have our own defence. (Military Defence)

2022 is the 80th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore.
On 8 February 1942 during World War II, Singapore was invaded by Japan. After a week, the British surrendered to the Japanese on 15 February 1942. Their priority was to defend their homeland back in Britain – their best troops and weapons were there. 

The lesson for us is that defending our homeland is the responsibility of no one else except ourselves – we cannot rely on others to come to our defence. 
This is why, today, we commemorate Total Defence Day on 15 February, to remind ourselves never to let this happen again.

==
Images (from left to right): 
National Heritage Board via Roots
Imperial War Museum Collection from Shashin Shuho, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore 
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DURING WORLD WAR II:
HAVING OUR OWN DEFENCE

We were under British rule, who were not actually
looking after us at that time. The Japanese were
able to force themselves into Singapore because we
were not willing fighters. We did not have
Singaporeans who were fighting to defend their own
country.

-- MAJ (Ret) Ishwar Lall Singh, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can make use of the quote on the slide to reinforce the point on the importance of having our own defence. (Military Defence)

Shared by MAJ (Ret) Ishwar Lall Singh, who was around 12 years old during the Japanese occupation. (He is a survivor of World War II, and part of a group of 61 former veterans and National Servicemen who share their experiences regularly with students and active servicemen.) 
On the fall of Singapore, he said, “We were under British rule, who were not actually looking after us at that time. The Japanese were able to force themselves into Singapore because we were not willing fighters. We did not have Singaporeans who were fighting to defend their own country."

==
Image:
MAJ (Ret) Ishwar Lall Singh in 2015, via Defence Minister’s Facebook page



DURING WORLD WAR II:
HELPING OTHERS IN TIME OF CRISIS
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Providing shelter and solace during air raids

Sharing rations among neighbours

It didn’t matter if you were Chinese, Indian, Malay or Eurasian like me, everyone helped one another
because we needed to. We had to queue up for food rations at 3am in the morning. Even so, when it
came to our turn, the food would have run out and the person-in-charge would tell us to go away.
Thankfully neighbours who had queued earlier would also share what they had with us.

-- Mrs Helen Joseph, 2017 

Treating people in makeshift hospitals

Images (left to right): Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church, Sultan Mosque, Siong Lim Monastery

Images (left to right): St Andrew’s Cathedral, St Joseph’s Institution 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can make use of the examples on the slide to talk about how Social Defence was demonstrated during World War II. 

Despite the difficult times during the battle for Singapore and the Japanese Occupation, many people in Singapore rallied together and helped one another, showing Social Defence in action. 

Amidst the chaos, places of worship opened their doors to people of all races and religions, providing them shelter and solace. For instance, 
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church opened its doors to all and served as medical centre and bomb shelter. (About 300 refugees took refuge within the church building.) Its street-facing exterior walls were thickened and reinforced to prevent shrapnel from penetrating the church, providing protection to the wounded and others hiding there. In addition, it had a trapdoor located in its social hall, leading to a hideout where British soldiers hid when they tried to escape from Japanese troops.
In Kampong Glam, people who lived in villages around the Sultan Mosque, both Malays and non-Malays, fled sought safety at the mosque during air raids. 
Venerable Pu Liang opened the doors of Siong Lim Monastery in Toa Payoh, the largest monastery in Singapore and Malaya at that time, to people living in the vicinity during air raids. 

Many students at Raffles College organised the Raffles College Medical Auxiliary Service, which brought medical volunteers to serve in disaster areas. 
Some places such as St Andrew’s Cathedral, Raffles College, Victoria Theatre and Concert Hall, and St Joseph’s Institution served as makeshift hospitals, to help existing hospitals cope with the increasing number of wounded as air raids intensified in the lead-up to the fall of Singapore.
These medical volunteers made do with the spaces to transform them into hospitals, though these buildings were not designed to house hospital beds and operating theatres.

[Shared by Mrs Helen Joseph who was around 12 years old during the Japanese occupation. Then, Mrs Joseph lived in Government Quarters along Rowell Road in Little India.]
On the communal spirit of her neighbours, Mrs Helen Joseph said, “It didn’t matter if you were Chinese, Indian, Malay or Eurasian like me, everyone helped one another because we needed to. We had to queue up for food rations at 3am in the morning. Even so, when it came to our turn, the food would have run out and the person in charge would tell us to go away. Thankfully neighbours who had queued earlier would also share what they had with us.”

==
Images (from left to right): 
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church in the 1930s – Lee Brothers Studio Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
Sultan Mosque in the 1940s – Lim Kheng Chye Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
Siong Lim Monastery in 1905 – Robert Feingold Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
St Andrew’s Cathedral in the 1930s – Courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
St Joseph’s Institution in the 1940s – Gift of Mr. E. Nunn, collection of the National Museum of Singapore
Mrs Helen Joseph in 2017 – Photographed by Nicky Loh, commissioned by National Heritage Board
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Elizabeth ChoyLieutenant Adnan bin Saidi Halford Boudewyn

Secretly aided British prisoners 
of war and did not betray 

them, even under torture and 
starvation.

Passed on Japanese war 
documents to the Allied Forces 

and shared with the public during 
WWII, helping the war effort and 

improving public morale.  

He and his men bravely 
defended Singapore to their 
last breath at the Battle of 

Opium Hill.

DURING WORLD WAR II:
STANDING UP FOR SINGAPORE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using this slide, facilitators can talk about some people who demonstrated Psychological Defence during the Battle for Singapore and the Japanese Occupation. 

Lieutenant (Lt) Adnan bin Saidi – inextinguishable will-to-fight, even when ammunition ran out
Fought the Japanese at the Battle of Opium Hill (Bukit Chandu), one of the fiercest battles of WWII. 
On 14 February 1942, Lt Adnan led a platoon of men to defend the British stronghold of Pasir Panjang Ridge against the Japanese onslaught. Here, ammunition and supplies, a military hospital, and other key installations were located.
The platoon fought bravely against Japanese gunfire and aerial bombs. Though his battalion was undersupplied and outnumbered, Lt Adnan’s courage and leadership inspired his soldiers to keep fighting with all their might.
His platoon never surrendered to the Japanese, choosing to engage in hand-to-hand combat with the Japanese, even when their ammunition ran out. As punishment, they were hung upside down from a tree and stabbed to death with bayonets.

Halford Boudewyn – bravely contributed to the Allied war effort, and improved the morale of the people and POWs
A wartime resistance fighter against the Japanese, he risked his life to acquire and pass on classified war documents during WWII. Through this, the mistreatment of POWs was revealed. It was also revealed that Japan planned to invade India via Burma – this information was relayed to the Allied forces through other channels.
During the Japanese occupation, he was working in the police force under the Japanese. Tasked with seizing citizens’ radios, he saved two for himself. He monitored foreign news broadcasts with the radios, and conveyed the news of Allied victories to his inside sources at the Indian National Army. This helped give POWs hope. These news were also transcribed onto paper and made into flyers he affixed on lamp-posts and bus shelters. These flyers were widely read and had helped to improve public morale.

Elizabeth Choy – did not falter, even under repeated torture over 200 days
Elizabeth Choy was a Straits Settlements Volunteer Force (SSVF) corpswoman, serving as a second lieutenant in the women’s auxiliary arm. 
During the Japanese invasion, SSVF volunteers protected vital installations and suffered heavy casualties. After the surrender, many were interned as POWs and died in captivity, or at the hands of the Kempeitai.
Choy (and her husband) also secretly brought food, medicine, money, messages, and even radios to British POWs. 
She was caught and detained by the Japanese on 15 November 1943. Though she was tortured by the Kempeitai, she was determined to not reveal the names of the people she had helped. 
She was released after 200 days of starvation and repeated torture.

==
Images (from left to right): 
Courtesy of National Archives of Singapore; 
Halford Boudewyn Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore
Ministry of Information and Arts Collection, courtesy of National Archives of Singapore



TODAY’S CONTEXT

COVID-19

Increasing diversity
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Fake News

Terrorism

Economic Pressures

Diplomatic 
Pressures

Cyber Attacks

Disinformation 
Campaigns

Climate Change

Growing socio-
economic divide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can use this slide to explain the security, social, and physical landscape within which we operate.

Today, threats may look very different from the Japanese Occupation and WWII – instead, we face terrorism, hybrid warfare, climate change, pandemics, etc. 

The most pressing issue facing us today is COVID-19. It has affected the way we live, work and play, and will continue to be a dominant part of our lives. 

There are other ongoing and emerging issues that we should also pay close attention to:
Growing diversity in Singapore’s society. Over the years, we have seen more inter-ethnic and transnational marriages, and a growing income divide in Singapore. This may give rise to new potential fault-lines that make it more difficult for us to maintain unity and trust. In addition, a highly digital population with a large majority of households connected to the Internet, and many active users on social media has also made us more vulnerable to threats such as fake news from the digital domain. 
External threats and challenges. Externally, from time to time, we may encounter diplomatic issues with other countries. Other threats and challenges include economic pressures due to global developments such as the ongoing COVID-19 situation, the ever-present threat of terrorism which could destroy the multiracial and multi-religious peace and harmony in the country, and the rise of hybrid threats, where non-kinetic strategies, such as disinformation campaigns and fake news, are used to cripple a target nation by exploiting its vulnerabilities.
We will also need to deal with climate change. Amongst others, climate change would mean more flash floods, and as a low-lying city-state, we are particularly vulnerable.

Overcoming such challenges and threats hinge upon the contributions and commitment of each and every Singaporean. This is what Total Defence is about. 



EVOLUTION OF TOTAL DEFENCE

Today
What individuals and communities can 

do to strengthen resilience against 
hybrid threats

1980s – 1990s
Support for national 

conscription
Everyone has a part to play

Post 9-11
Framework to deal with non-
conventional threats or crises 
such as Terrorism, SARS, and 

Haze

Introduced in 1984, Total Defence today is a Whole-of-Society response to an evolving threat 
landscape. Total Defence involves every Singaporean playing a part, both individually and 

collectively. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can use this slide to showcase the evolution of Total Defence through the years, and explain how it is a well-rounded response. 

The fall of Singapore shows us that we cannot not depend on others to defend us. Defence should be a way of life for Singaporeans – since 1984, Total Defence was introduced to encourage Singaporeans to take part in the defence effort of our home.

While today’s threats may look very different, even after 38 years, Total Defence is still an all-rounded response to the various challenges and threats facing Singapore. 

At the core of our Total Defence is the message that every Singaporean has a part to play, both individually and collectively, to protect Singapore and our shared way of life. 

The fundamental message remains relevant, even as challenges continue to evolve and narratives get refreshed.

An example was when the new pillar of Digital Defence was introduced in 2019, to organise our responses to strengthen cybersecurity and digital readiness, and spell out specific actions, for the individual, businesses and communities, that all Singaporeans can take. 



RECAP: WHAT IS TOTAL DEFENCE?

A robust, resilient, and globally 
competitive economy. 

A cohesive and caring society, with 
strong bonds uniting diverse groups 

who live in harmony with one another. 

A digitally-prepared population that 
is discerning and responsible online.

The collective will to act,
the resolve to defend our way of life 

and national interests, and the fighting 
spirit to overcome challenges together.

A strong and credible defence 
force of committed Regulars and 
National Servicemen, supported 

by the entire nation. 

A vigilant and prepared society, 
with a crisis-ready mindset.

OFFICIAL (OPEN) 8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can use this slide to quickly recap on what the different Total Defence pillars are about.

Military Defence is about having a strong and credible defence force of committed Regulars and National Servicemen, supported by the entire nation. 

Civil Defence is about having a vigilant and prepared society, with a crisis-ready mindset.

Economic Defence is about a robust, resilient, and globally competitive economy. 

Social Defence is about having a cohesive and caring society, with strong bonds uniting diverse groups who live in harmony with one another.

Digital Defence is about having a digitally-prepared population that is discerning and responsible online. 

Psychological Defence is about the collective will to act, the resolve to defend our way of life and national interests, and the fighting spirit to overcome challenges together.

As mentioned earlier, the environment that we live in today has become increasingly complex and volatile. As such, we require a whole-of-society approach, a collective effort, where everyone plays a part and takes action across all six pillars of Total Defence. 

Next, let us see how Total Defence is multi-faceted, and is able to help us deal with many different threats and challenges. 





SOME TOTAL DEFENCE ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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• Be socially responsible
• Support healthcare workers

• Debunk fake news
• Be alert to COVID-19 phishing

scams

• Support local businessesppp
• Pick up new skills

Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can lead your audience in a discussion on how the different Total Defence pillars can be put into action in our daily lives, in response to challenges. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we can: 
Economic Defence: 
Support local businesses and products
Pick up new skills or upskill
Do not hoard essential supplies (e.g. rice, face masks)
Social Defence:
Be socially responsible, e.g. wear masks, get vaccinated and our booster shots, practise social distancing. 
Look out for neighbours and one another
Reach out and provide assistance to those in need
Encourage vaccinations, especially to the elderly around you
Support healthcare workers
Digital Defence: 
Verify what you read online
Debunk fake news
Spot COVID-19 phishing scams
Do not spread fear and paranoia
Psychological Defence: 
Be resilient
Defend against xenophobia
Stay united

Facilitators can ask their audience if they can think of more Total Defence actions (from any of the six pillars of Total Defence). You may use the images on the slide to prompt your audience. They can share their answers with the group, or submit them via the QR code on the slide.
Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

==
All images from Gov.sg. 



SOME TOTAL DEFENCE ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO
THE THREAT OF FOREIGN INFLUENCE
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• Understand Singapore’s stand and 
national interests

• Stand up against deliberate online 
falsehoods that undermine 
Singapore’s interests

Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

• Use social media responsibly
• Be discerning about what we

read, especially online

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can lead your audience in a discussion on how the different Total Defence pillars can be put into action in our daily lives, in response to challenges. 

In response to the threat of foreign influence, we can: 
Digital Defence: 
Use social media responsibly
Be discerning with what we read and share, especially online
Read from a variety of credible sources
Speak up against inaccurate comments
Psychological Defence: 
Understand Singapore’s stand and national interests
Understand our history and the principles that have helped Singapore succeed
Stand up against deliberate online falsehoods that undermine Singapore’s interest
Stay united
Take pride in being Singaporean
Stay informed and updated on current affairs concerning Singapore

Facilitators can ask their audience if they can think of more Total Defence actions (from any of the six pillars of Total Defence). You may use the images on the slide to prompt your audience. They can share their answers with the group, or submit them via the QR code on the slide.
Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

==
All images from Gov.sg. 



SOME TOTAL DEFENCE ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO
CLIMATE CHANGE
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Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

• Curb the spread of
unsubstantiated or fake news on
climate issues

• Use fewer disposables
• Purchase energy-efficient

electrical appliances

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can lead your audience in a discussion on how the different Total Defence pillars can be put into action in our daily lives, in response to challenges. 

As Singapore is a city-state with limited land and no natural resources, sustainable development matters. It is important for us to make use of resources responsibly and optimally. For long-term sustainability, our economic development and environmental considerations are complementary. 

In response to climate change, we can: 
Economic Defence: 
Use fewer disposable packing materials
Purchase energy-efficient electrical appliances 
Reuse or recycle 
Conserve water and adopt environmentally-friendly practices
Use reusable containers to takeaway food or drinks
Digital Defence: 
Curb the spread of unsubstantiated or fake news on climate issues

Facilitators can ask their audience if they can think of more Total Defence actions (from any of the six pillars of Total Defence). You may use the images on the slide to prompt your audience. They can share their answers with the group, or submit them via the QR code on the slide.
Can you think of more Total Defence actions? 

==
All images from Gov.sg. 



CONCLUSION

• 2022 marks the 80th Anniversary of the fall of Singapore to the
Japanese in 1942, when we first learnt that we could not depend on
others to defend us.

• Total Defence has been our safeguard for the past 38 years. Total
Defence still plays a critical role in protecting our way of life and
ensuring our survival and future. With Total Defence, we are prepared
and resilient to deal with emerging and evolving threats, and be united
enough to overcome challenges that threaten our well-being and
independence.

• Let us continue putting Total Defence in action and playing our part to
keep Singapore safe, secure, and sovereign.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can conclude this session by going through these points. 

2022 marks the 80th Anniversary of the fall of Singapore to the Japanese in 1942, when we first learnt that we could not depend on others to defend us. 

Total Defence has been our safeguard for the past 38 years. Total Defence still plays a critical role in protecting our way of life and ensuring our survival and future. With Total Defence, we are prepared and resilient to deal with emerging and evolving threats, and be united enough to overcome challenges that threaten our well-being and independence.

Let us continue putting Total Defence in action and playing our part to keep Singapore safe, secure, and sovereign. 



EXIT & POST-SESSION ACTIVITIES: 
HOW WILL YOU PLAY A PART?

Take 5 mins to reflect on
the following:

1. Amidst the 
pandemic, how has 
Total Defence been 
relevant to me and 
those around me? 

2. What more could I 
do to put Total 
Defence into action 
in my daily life? 
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Through the years, the nature of threats have evolved from traditional security threats (e.g.
terrorism, piracy, territorial tensions). These are emerging trends where Singapore’s
vulnerabilities could be easily exploited without the need for military conflict and other
challenges such as:

• Cyberattacks, Misinformation and Fake News through digital platforms such as social
media.

• Climate and Sustainability Challenges which impacts our food, water and energy security.

Start an initiative which could help educate youths and the community on the evolving threats
and how they can be dealt with as we navigate the complex environment that Singapore
operates in. This could be done through the creation of content/an initiative/a campaign/a
product that supports Total Defence. If you have ideas that address other issues, do submit
them as well! We welcome all ideas that will put Total Defence in action.

Design an initiative or campaign that targets the problem statement below:

Have an initiative you think can help the community put Total Defence into action?
Share it with us and stand a chance to have your ideas come to life! If your idea is
selected, funding will be awarded for its implementation.

For submission of ideas please go to https://go.gov.sg/tdsandbox.
More information can also be found at https://www.ideas.gov.sg/home.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facilitators can your audience to self-reflect on the following questions. 
[Optional: Facilitators can have each audience member write down their reflections on post-its (one on each post-it), and drop them off on their way out of the room.]

Facilitators can also invite your audience members to participate in the Total Defence Sandbox 2022 (related to their reflections in Question 2). 

If you have an initiative that can help the community put Total Defence into action, share it with us at the Total Defence Sandbox 2022 at https://go.gov.sg/tdsandbox!
More information can also be found at https://www.ideas.gov.sg/home. 

https://go.gov.sg/tdsandbox
https://www.ideas.gov.sg/home
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